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E in de church 
at Corinth who, through an' attachment'to Sadu- 
cean or philoſophical prejudices, doubted and even 
denied th N den d of the dead. As this was a 
fundamental doctrine of the goſpel, it could not be 
given up without endangering the whole ſyſtem. 
Its denial by thoſe ho profeſſed to believe inChriſt, 
might well alarm their ſpiritual guides. Through 
this long chapter; St. Paul combats the dangerous 
error and endeavours to eſtabliſh chriſtians in the 
belief of the oppoſite truth. Having ſet before them 
a cloud of eye witneſſes to the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
he remarks, that if 7bey be right who ſay that there 
is no Yeſitrrettion of the dead; then it cannot be true, 
that Chr is riſen notwithſtanding this abundant 
evidence; and adds, if Chrift be not riſen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith it alſo uain. Tea, and 
we are found falſe witneſſes © of God ; ' becauſe ue have 
te/tified of God, that he raiſed up Chrift ; wwhom he raiſed 
not up, if ſo be that the dead riſe not. For if the dead 
riſe not, then is net Chrift raiſed : And i Chriſt be not 
raiſed, your faith. is vain'; ye are yet in your fins. Then 
they alſo who are fallen aſleep in Chriſt, are periſhed-— 
miſerably diſappointed, having loſt their being and 
their hopes together. This ſeries of ill conſequences 
is cloſed with the text, If in this life . 
in Chriſt, we are all men moft es 


words, we {hall Firſt, aſcertain to whom they imme. 


diately refer. The ãnquiry ãs: che more important 
on account the danger of wrong concluſions from 
the text. If ãt i be underſtoad as : deſeripti ve of the 
caſe of good men in general, the meaning would be, 
chat on the fuppoſition,of there being no fature ſtate, 
. life of virtue would be more miſerable than its 
-oppolite—a concluſion inadmiſſible by the friends 
ol virtue. Nor will it follow, n 
appointed in their hopes of futurity, that they are 
not upon the hole as happy as others. There are 
few enjoyments or pleaſures ſuitable to our nature, 
as being wiſe and rational, but what fall within the 
limits of virtue, The regularand moderate indul- 
- gence of the appetites and paſſions Nene im- 
planted in our nature, is conſiſtent with the 
ter of a good mah. His virtue obliges him to re- 
frain from nothing but -exotbitancy and exceſs or 
thoſe irregular methods of indulgence, which are 
unbecoming the dignity of his nature, prejudicial 
to ſociety, and ultimately hurtful to himſelf. In 
point of animal gratification, it may well be doubt. 


; E ed whether, taking into the account the whole of 


Bis life, his enjoyments be not greater than thoſe of 
che ſenſualiſt and libertine who, at firſt ſetting out, 
throw the reins upon their laſts. For a while, they 
may ſeem to ſwim in pleafure ; but by overloading 
it, their capacity for enjoyment is ſoon worn out. 
A ſenſual debauched life is always fhort : It is liter- 
ally but a hand's breadth of time ; while temper- 
ance and virtue uſually prolong the days. | In this 
reſpect, „ the fide of 
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[virtue The cire and watchfulneſs, the reſtraint 
F | 
ductve to heulth und long h fe. 

Ae thonlditve fiupolvithe expeation-of no- 
ther life after this; to be unſounded; yet as fuch ex- 
pectation is gbnerally entertained, it greatly influ- 
ences preſent; happineſß : Ie raiſes! the hopes of the 
good man, and alarms the fears of the wicked: 'To 


—_ one t the ſource of much inward peace and 


7 to the other of no ſmall diſquietude and 

The good man who makes it his ſtudy to 
dr himſelf to God by a patient continuance 
in well doing, does thence obtain à degree of con- 
ſidence towards heaven and the hope of a bleſſed 
immortality hereafter. The wicked man, in con- 
ſequence of an oppoſite courſe of living, through 


the neglect of religion and the practice of vic 


cannot, in his more ſober moments, in the hours 
of ſerious recollection, be free from the fears of the 


divine diſpleaſure and the apprehenſion of miſery 
and puniſhment hereafter. It is not in his power,. 


at all times, to ſtifle his fears, or rid himſelf of the 


dread of futurity. Now, though we ſhould fuppoſe 


the hopes of the one, and the fears of the other, to 
be both groundleſs—ſtill is it not plain, that the 
condition of the former muſt be far more eligible 


| than that of the latter ? Nay, ſhould it be admitted, 
that religion and conſcience deny ſome pleaſures to 


the good man, which are open to the wicked—fill 
it may be doubted, whether theſe pleaſures .be not 
more than balanced by the reproaches of conſcience 
and the terrors of the world to come. 

InDzzD, were we to ſet aſide the belief of a fu- 
ture ſtate as well as the thing itſelf, and to ſuppoſe 


\ 


63865 
that virtue inſpired no hopes, and vice occaſioned 
no fears beyond this life ; even in this caſe, it ĩs by 


no means clear, that the good man would be of all | 


others the moſt miſcrable; He would ſill have great- 
by the advantage of thoſe who give themſelves up to 
all manner of vice. In this caſe, the balance 
. would remain ſo much in favour of virtue, as 
might reaſonably induce every wiſe man to eſchew 
evil and do good. By temperance, moderation and 
the due government of his paſſions, he would eſcape 
the diſturbance and tumult which theſe diſorderly 
inmates would otherwiſe: occaſion in his boſom : 
He would keep. clear-of the bondage to which they 
are ſubjected, who ſerve diverſe ſuſts; he would 
guard the health of his body, and Dea the free - 
dom and ſerenity of his mind: He would preſerve 
and enlarge his capacity for ſelf-enjoyment, and for 
enjoying the good things of life—for drinking in 
the pleaſures, of the underſtanding, and making im- 
provements in knowledge for the ſucceſsful manage. 
ment of his affairs, and partaking in all the comforts 
and bleſſings of ſociety. His juſtice and benevolence 
would fix him in the eſteem of all his acquaintance, 
and enable him to reap every advantage reſulting 
from the good opinion of others. And his piety 
and devotion to God, if no otherwiſe recompenſed, 
would at leaſt, bring him the reward of à (elf. 
approving mind. Is it not plain, chat ſuch a life 
muſt be in itſelf happier, incomparably happier than 
that of the man who lives by no rule, but blindly 
follows wherever his luſts and paſſions chance to 
lead? With him all is diforder and confuſion. What 
true happineſs can there be in his licentious plea- 
| arcs, f m his tuinultuous} Joys ? S10uld the outward 


: i 


- 
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ö eee 
of the moſt opulent wicked. Vini 
« Ws may, therefore, ably: condude,. that it i is 
not of men nor of good chriſtians in general 
that the Apoſtle | ſpeaks When he ſays in the text, 
<« if in this life only we en Mare in Chriſt, we arc 
of all men moſt miſerable. The meaning is lim- 
ited:t Nis and the ocher. Age ies who appear- 
ed as ſo many witneſſes to the world of the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt. In the verſes preceeding the text, 
a diſtinction is made between theſe; and common 


chriſtians who. received the goſpel upon their teſti- 


mony: The preaching af the one is diſtinguiſhed 
from the faith of the other; and with reference to 
the former, it ĩs added, . then 
8 witneſſes. of Cod. After 

that, in this caſe, the faith and hope of the Ping 
thians and of all other chriſtians muſt be vain, and 
that thoſe-of them who had deceaſed under the de- 
luſion, muſt have e Apoſtle goes on in 
the tent to ſet forth its Kill more dreadful effects to 


himſelf-and\ the other authors of ſo vile an impo · 
ſition, via. that having nothing to hope or expect 


after this life, ee be all men moſt miſerable. 
Let us then 

Bönen, mg into the evidence of this 
fa, that they would have been thus miſerable. 
From their hiſtory. it appears, that their worldly 


condition was as deplorably wretched as can be ca- 


fily imagined: Whatever proſpects any of them 
might have had, of earthly comforts, riches or hon- 


ors; all theſe had been relinquiſhed for the ſake of 


Chriſt. They in a meaſure, baniſhed and eſtranged 
themſelves from their friends, relations and fam- 


% 
AS) | 


ilies, by ſubmitting to a wandering unſettled lie, 
having no place which they could call their home. 
All of them had given up the religion in which they 
had been educated, and now profeſſed themſelves 
the heads of 2 ſect which was every mene ſpoken: 
againſt. By this change, they had expoſed them. 
ſelves to the implacable Ye put their country-- 
men the Jews ; and by their: attempts: to ſptead 
chriſtianity among the Gentiles, they brouſhe the: 
world in general to combine againſt them. The 
paſſions and prejudices of che vulgar, lor * n. 
naught ; the wiſdom and pride of the 
ridiculed and deſpiſed them ; the intereſt;-credit ind 
craft of the prieſts in every country, raiſed perſecu- 


tions againft them, and the power of the wivilimagiC- 
trate, at all times, ſtood armed with all its terrora, 


ready to cruſh them. To theſe dangers; difficulties. 
and diſcouragements they were, in all places and 


countries, expoſed.” They drew upon themſelves - 


the hatred of all men fot tHeir maſter's ako ard for: 
the teſtimony which they bore"tg his veſurrection 
and expoſed themſelves tolevntempt and 3 
wherever hey went. They decame @ 
world, to angels and to men——were' ata the ju of 
the world and the offscouring of all thing. — . 
ſhips, miſeries and diſtreſſes to which they ſubjected 
themſelves in carrying the goſpel among the differ- 
ent nations of the world; are beyond: deſcription. 
They endured hunger and thirſt, and cold and wearineſs ; 
were in deaths often. ;' hau trials of cruel mockings and 
Seourgings ; yea, moreover of bonds ' and impriſouments. 
They were in journeyings often, and in perils/by 
ſea and land, from their own countrymen and from 
the heathen—in the city and in the wWilderneſs: 
They were in conſtant jeopardy, and in the end, 


(9) 


moſt if not all of them met a violent death, and ex · 
pired amidſt all the torments which the rage and 
malice of their perſecutors could inflict. : 
UxpEn ſufferings ſo extreme and complicated, 

we cannot conceive how. the human mind could 
have been ſupported, unleſs it were by ſtrong in- 
ward conſolations, the teſtimony of a good conſci- 
ence, à lively ſenſe of the divine favour and bright 
hopes of reſt and happineſs beyond the grave. Deſ- 
tifute of theſe inward ſupports amidit ſuch a ſea of 
outward. troubles, it muſt haye been overwhelmed. 
Such however muſt have been the condition of the 
Apoſtles on the ſu pokition in the text, of their hav- 
ing no hope in l after this life: They could 
have had no joys or comforts within, to balance 
their miſeries and ſufferings from without. On 
the contrary, as they profeſſed themſelves to have 
been eye witneſſes of Chriſt's reſurrection, and to 
teſtify to the world facts which had fallen under 
the notice of their own ſenſes ; it was not poſſible 
for them to have been deceived, and of courſe, they 
knew the whole to be a ſcene of the baſeſt and moſt 
pernicious falſchood and impoſition, They daily 
ſaw the infinite miſery and miſchief occaſioned by 

this their falſehood, not only to themſelves but to 
others. They ſaw people of all ages and ſexes in 
every country where proſelytes had been made, in- 
volved in the greateſt diſtreſſes in conſequence of 
the deception impoſed upon them. They ſaw theſe 
their followers deſpoiled o of their goods, proſcribed, 

baniſhed, thrown into priſons, ſcourged, tortured, 

torn in pieces by wild beaſts, ſtoned, burnt, and 
conſtantly expoſed to-death in all its moſt terrible 
forms. They knew, that = word from them, 


180 
would have done away the deluſion, and reſcued 
theſe martyrs from their ſufferings ; yet that word. 
was not ſuffered to eſcape them. With ſuch un- 
_ paralleled obſtinacy did they maintain their falſe- 
hood, and perſiſt in keeping the dreadful ſecret. 
Could demons themſelves have been more cruel ? 
Consciovs of a guilt ſo horrible in the fight of 
their Maker, and fo deſtructive to their fellow crea- 
tures ; to what remorſe and ſelf. condemnation muſt 
they have been liable ? And while ſuffering juſtly 
from an injured and abuſed publick, what fearful 
expectations muſt they have entertained of the in- 
dignation and wrath of the God of Truth? Thus 
circumſtanced, they muſt have been completely miſ- 
erable. Though a man's conſcience be againſt him, 
yet while the world is for him, and all things about 
him, conſpire to his eaſe and pleaſure ; he way feem 
to brave it out, and put on the appearance of hap- 
pineſs. Much more may he be really happy, riſe 
ſuperior to the enmity of the world, and deſpiſe all 
outward evils ; if he have peace within, God and 
conſcience on his fide, and the aſſured proſpect of 
everlaſting felicity before him. With props like 
theſe about him, we may eaſily conceive how his 
mind would gather ſtrength and fortitude even to 
glory in tribulation, to bid defiance to earth and 
hell, and to triumph amidſt all the evils with which 
the combined powers of both could threaten him. 
Theſe were the ſupports by which many of the 
martyrs were ſuſtained when called to reſiſt even 
unto blood, ftriving againſt ſin. But of theſe. and 
of all other conſolations by which men are enabled 
to bear up under outward preſſures, the Apoſtles, 


* 
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on the ſuppoſition in the text, muſt have been 
deſtitute. Whitherſoever they might have turned 


their eyes in upon themſelves or abroad upon the 


world to the preſent ſtate of things or to that to 
come—all around them upon every quarter, muſt 
have appeared dark and threatening, with. not a 


ray of light or a gleam of hope—heaven and earth 


againſt them within, the upbraidings of conſcience; 
without, the reſentments of the world—the provi- 
dence of the Almighty oppoſing them here, and 
his vengeance inflamed and ready to deſtroy them 
hereafter. _ Perhaps there never were men upon 
earth, ſo criminal and ſo wretched as the Apoſtles 
muſt have been on the ſuppoſition of their having 
borne a falſe teſtimony. The language of the text 
muſt have been literally and ſtrictly true, that of 
all men they would have been the moſt miſerable. 
From theſe obſervations we are led 


Tiny, To a concluſive argument for the 


truth of chriſtianity. The force of it muſt be al- 


ready obvious to your minds. If the Apoſtles and 


witneſſes of Chriſt's reſurrection, would have made 
themſelves thus miſerable by a falſe teſtimony, or 
on ſuppoſition that it was in this life only, that they 


had hope in him; we may be aſſured, that their hope 


was not confined to this life ; and that knowing 


their teſtimony to be true, and their hope in futu- 


rity well founded, they did and ſuffered the things 
related in their hiſtory. 

Havine fatisfaftory proof of this important 
fact, the reſurrection of Chriſt, an which the whole 
chriſtian ſcheme depends, we conclude, that our 
faith is not vain, but founded on divine and infalli- 
ble truth. The whole turns upon the veracity of 


(12) 


the Apoſtles on the truth of their teſtimony to 
our Saviour's reſurrection. If their teſtimony had 
been falſe, it is plain, that they could have had no 
hope of any benefit or advantage from Chriſt after 
this life; and as nothing but ſhame and ſuffering 
awaited them here, what temptation could they 
have, to broach ſuch a forgery ? © It is reported of a 
Dignitary in the Romiſh church, that among his 
confidents; he exclaimed, What a profitable fable has 
this of Chri/t been to us / Popery is indeed a fable cun- 
ningly deviſed for the worldly profit of its authors; 
but as for the Apoſtles and firſt teachers of genuine 
chriſtianity, might they not rather have exclaimed, 
Hoto much has this ſtory of a crucified and riſen eſis 
coft"us already ? What ſacrifices have we made? and what 
greater ſacrifices muſt we ſtill make, ſhould we perfiſt in 
maintaining it? If we conſider them as men endued 

with ſenſibilities common to the reſt of mankind, 
having the ſame averſion to pain, poverty and con- 
tempt; the ſame deſires after eaſe and happineſs; 
the ſame paſſions of hope and fear thus formed 
and conſtituted, we cannot imagine them capable 
of contriving and publiſhing a falſehood which 
could have no other conſequence but the ſpeedy 
and complete ruin of its authors. Such a conduct 
is ſo repugnant to all the principles of ſelf· love and 
ſelf-preſeryation, that it is utterly incredible that 
human beings ſhould be guilty of it. If it be urged, 
that under the influence of enthuſiaſm, men ſome- 
times act contrary to reaſon and common ſenſe : It 
is anſwered, that there is no room for entertaining 
ſuch a ſuſpicion of the Apoſtles. Their preaching 
and their writings and the ſucceſs attending them, 
are a full proof of ſober reaſon and a ſound under- 


ſtanding. 
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Aus whinhar we ſuppoſe their moral character 
to have beetweither good or bad; in either caſe, it 
will be found impoſſible, that their teſtimony ſhould þ 
have been falſe: For however agreeable it may be 
to a depraved and wicked mind under particular 
circumſtances, to deceive others, and teſtify to a 
fact which, he knows, never tookplace'; © yet when 
the doctrine to be proved by this fact, is levelled - 
againſt all ſorts of vice and wickedneſs, and tends to 
promote all manner of goodneſs and piety, ;? it ia 
incredible, that any wicked man, and much ns 
that any number or company of ame 
combine in promoting ſuch a ſcheme, —— in pro- 
curing belief to a religion ſo contrary to their prin— 
ciples and their practices. It is ſtill more ineredi- 
ble, that they ſhould enter upon ſuch a plan without 
che ſhadow of a temptation, and perſiſt in it at the 
expence of their earthly all, and even of their lives; 
dying martyrs to a forgery which dooms men of 
their character to endleſs perdition. The ſuppo- 
ſuion involves in it the abfurdity of Satan's 1 
out Satan ; how then ſhould his kingdom 55.8 
Or the other part, ſhould we conſider the A- 
poſtles as being, what they yndoubtedly were, good 
men, of an excellent character is it not impoſitble; 
that ſuch men ſhould become accomplices in a for. 
gery more impious and daring, than it ever entered 
into the heart of the very worſt of men to concetve ? 
How would it comport with the character of good 
men, to confederate in impoſing a falſe religion upon 
the world, in deceiving mankind in matters relating 
to their everlaſting welfare? How could fuch cha- 
raters bring themſelves, in the name of the G 
of Truth, to bear ſolemn teſtimony to à falſehood 


* 
af 
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| pending ant culy. to the temporal but to the 
ſpiritual and eternal intereſts of all with whom the 
deluſion ſhould ſucceed? The thing is too abſurd 
to be ſuppoſed, even though they ſhould have been 
wr by the moſt. alluring proſpects of worldly 
gain. But when inſtead of this, they had nothing 
to gain by the deception, and every thing to loſe ; 
. when they had the aſſured. proſpect, that by ſuch a 
conduct, they would make themſelves of all men 
the moſt miſerable both in this world and in the 
next; we map be ſatisfied, nay, we may be abſolute- 
ly certain, that they could not have been guilty of 
it ; and that of conſequence, they were faithful and 
true witneſſes who, inſtead of having their hope in 
Chriſt confined to this life, were willing cheerfully 
to relinquiſh and did actually relinquiſh all the com- 
forts of life, and in the concluſion, life itſelf for the 
fake of a better and a well grounded hope through 
Chriſt, of life eternal hereafter. Hence we are led 
© i FourTHLyY; To obſerve, that fo far from being, 
as they would have been, of all men moſt miſerable, 
had their hope in Chriſt been confined to this life; 
the Apoſtles really were, in proportion as their hope 
deyond the grave exceeded that of others, of 4 I men 
the mo/t happy. Amidit all their ſufferings, perſecu- 
tions and diſtrefles, they were not ſo much the ob- 
jects: of pity as of admiration. With conſciences 
purged from fin and dead works, free from the 
ſtings of guilt, and poſſeſſed of that peace which 
paſſeth underſtanding, and that joy which a ſtranger 
intermeddles not with; and their hearts is 
with love to God and bows to men, ſuſtained by the 
full aſſurance of faith, and that hope which is as the 
anchor of the ſoul, ſure and ſtedfaſt—entering into 
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that within the veil——could ſuch men be unhappy! 
It would be contrary to thenatureof things. Though 
ſtorms and tempeſts beat upon their outward man, 
yet all being calm and ſerene within, they in patience 
poſſeſſed their ſouls. If their outward man-decayed 
day by day, yet their inward man was renewed 
more and more. The felt preſence” of the Deity - 
was a ſufficient, ſupport amidſt all the waves and 
billows'of adverſity, Their afflitions and dangers 
ſerved but to faſten their hold upon an Almighty 
Deliverer. They conſidered their earthly taberna- 
cle as a garmeat ſoon to be thrown off—this world 
as a dwelling they were ſoon to leave. They felt 
no other intereſt or concern here below but in pro- 
moting the Redeemer's kingdom thę ſpread and 
ſucceſs of his goſpel. Their ſufferings in this cauſe, 
they regarded but as an inſtant : They knew the re- 
compenſe to be eternal, and that theſe light and 
momentary affliions wrought out for them a'far 
more, an exceeding, an eternal weight of 'glory. 

With them it was an outſide only that could ſuffer. 


If fires, wheels and torturing engines were employ- 


ed againſt their bodies ; their ſouls reſting upon the 
rock of ages, were above the reach of all enemies. 
Their God looking on, approving, encouraging, and 
whoſe hands were ſtretched fortk to reſcue, to re- 
ward, to crown their fidelity; theſe were the ideas 
which enabled them to glory in tribulition, and to 
come off more than conquerors in every fight of 
affliction. Such ſentiments and ſuch hopes ſet them 
above all earthly greatneſs ; and enabled them to 
look down as from an eminence, with pity on the 
kings and governors before whom they were 10 of- 


ten ſummaned for the teſtimony which * bore 


to the name of Jeſus. 
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Mx Rrethren in the goſpel miniſtry; how ſignal 
are the advantages reſulting to us from the diligence, 
zeal and conſtancy of the Apoſtles in ſpreading the 
of Chriſt in the world, and teſtifying to 
the truth of his reſurrectiau ! They laboured, and 
we are entexed into their labours. They ſowed in 
7 tears and under much affliction; we comparatively 
at our eaſe, reap the fruits. From them we 
receive the ſame bleſſed hope of, life and immortal- 
Ry which ſupported and animated them through 
their whole courſe. Their, labgurs and ſufferings 
for its {akg, are to us ſo many atteſtatipns of its ex- 
cellence and reality. They ſealed their teſtimony 
with their blood, that our faith in the things to 
which they geſtiſied, might be the more firm and 
unſhaken. by indeed, we are furniſhed with 
an argument for the truth of the religion which 
we profeſs and teach, ſtrictly concluſive. No law 
of nature is more powerful, ſteady and uniform in' 
its operations, than that of ſelflove or ſelſ· preſerva- 
tion; and. yet what greater contradiftion to this 
univerſal law can be imagined, than the conduct of 
the Apoſtles in teſtifying to the reſurreftion of 
Chriſt, on the ſuppoſition of its being falſe. Againſt 
the credibility of this and the other miracles of the | 
goſpel, Deiſts are continually urging their contra- 
riety to general experience. But in the experience 
of mankind, in the whole hiſtory of the world, 
* where ſhall we find a parallel to this example of the 
. Erfſt publiſhers of chriſtianity ? In what age or coun. 
try, did a ſet of men combine in the choice of miſ- 
0 ery for its own ſake, and make the acquiſition of 
it their chief and ultimate aim? This is in itſelf. a 
miracle of all others the moſt incredible : It is not a 


'. v 


BS E— 


— — 


‚ꝶ )“ !!HHHnH : 7;* ̃ꝗꝙ“U—„»„— j — — —ü2r . ⏑ 1ö p —ͤ——— 


— 


GN 


mere deviation from the — nature, "_ a con- 
tradiction to nature itſelf. We may be certain 
therefore, that the poſtles could not have acted 
ſuch a part. The alternative is the truth of their 
teſtimony. Conſidering the peculiar and diſtin- 
guiſhing circumſtances &. this teſtimany, as they, 
have been now deſcribed, is it not nearly as con- 
vincing and ſatisfying to our minds, as the evidence 
of our own ſenſes would have been, had we been 
favoured with a fight of the riſen Saviour? I mean 
not, that it is as ſenſible and ſtriking to vulgar ap- 
prehenſion; but is it not as ſatisfactory to the re- 
flecting unprejudiced mind, impartially inquiring 
after truth? This then is a proof of chriſtianity, 
which never has and never can be ſhaken by the 
objections and ca vils of unbelievers. It bids defiance 
to all the ſubtility and ſophiſtry of modern philo- 


ſophy; and brings conviction home to the conld- 


ence: of every unbiafled mind. | 
 AccLEAr/and full conviction, a fixed and ſettled 


perſuaſion of the truth of the goſpel, is adapted 


above every thing elſe, to call forth all our energies, 
and render us unwearied in our endeavours to pro- 
mote its ſucceſs among the people of our charge. 
Thus aſſured of its truth, we have the ſame motives 
to quicken our diligence and fidelity, by which the 
Apoſtles themſelves were influenced. Engaged in 
the ſame cauſe with them, we have the ſame objects 
before us. Their example ſhould animate us to 
ſimilar labours, and. encourage us to a ſimilar pa- 
tience in bearing the difficulties and trials incident 
to our miniſtry. When through its manifold temp- 
tations, we be ready to become weary and faint in 
our minds; we ſhould 2 how firm and un- 
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moved they were under trials incomparably greater cath 


than any to which we are called. Beſides what are 
common to us, perſecutions every where awaited 
them. No preſſures however, were ſo as to 
fink their ſpirits. ' Hope in Chriſt was found a ſuſfi- 
cient ſupport under every trial=-an helmet and 
breaſt-plate of defence” againſt all the evils' with 
which the world could threaten them. The fame 
ſpiritual armour is rendered to us, and we muſt avail 
ourſelves of it, if we would cover; mm A TOR 
the duties and trials of our office. 

As the Apoſtles would have been of all men the 
moſt miſerable, had their views been 'confined'to 
the preſent life; the ſame miſery in a degree will, 
fooner or later, be the portion of thoſe who now en- 
ter the miniſtry with carnal worldly views ; for the 


fake of a reputable employment; i in hope of popular 
applauſe, or of ſecuring to themſelves à decent liv- 


ing. If theſe or ſimilar conſiderations be our chief 
motives for aſſuming this profeſſion, or if after hav- 
ing aſſumed it, inſtead of attending to lis duties, 
our great concern be about our own affairs, and our 
temporal intereſts be more the object of our ſtudies 
than the intereſts of Chriſt's kingdom ; whatever 
our fucceſs may be with reſpe& to theſe worldly 
hopes, the conſequences hereafter will be moſt dread- 
ful: We ſhall be found d the moſt miſerable 
of human beings. 

Bur with reſpett to you, my young Friend, I 
have no ſuſpicions of this kind. From my acquaint- 
ance with you, I am ſatisfied, that you have an heart- 

felt ſenſe of the worth and excellence of that hope 
which is ſet before us in the goſpel, a competent 
underſtanding of its nature, a firm faith in its real- 
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ity, and that in your eſteem, it infinitely outweighs 
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all, worldly hopes and proſpets. Having fled for 
refuge to lay hold. on this hope, choſen it as your 
chief good and ultimate aim; your heart s deſire is, 


that your whole life may be ſpent in making ſure 


your title to ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing. As the great 
buſineſs of the goſpel miniſtry conſiſts in helping 
others to the poſſeſſion of the ſame unſpeakable 
good, this profeſſion above all others, accords with 


what · you ſavour moſt, and calls you to ſtudies and 


exerciſes congenial to your ſpirit of devotion toGod, 


and benevolence to: men, With ſentiments like 


theſe, I view you, this day, ſeparating yourſelf to 
the work before you ; and [ moſt heartily wiſh you 
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Bur as you have defired me to be your monitor 


on this occaſion, I will ſay to you, my Brother, that 


whatever your preſent qualifications may be, per- 


ſevering diligence in reading, meditation and pray- 


er, is neceſſary that you may Kill increaſe in all 


| ſpiritual underſtanding, be mighty in the ſcriptures, - 
and ſkillful in rightly dividing the word of truth. 


You will guard againſt entangling yourſelf in the 
affairs of this life; and give yourſelf wholly, if poſſi- 
ble, to the rota of Chriſt and his church, exert- 
ing your utmoſt abilities to ſhew yourfeif approved 
unto God, a workman who needeth not to be aſhamed. 

In your diſcourſes from the pulpit, your great 


concern will be, to preach with ſuch clearneſs and 


perſpicuity, and with ſuch perſuaſive force and en- 
ergy as may belt tend to impreſs your hearers with 
a ſenſe of the truth and i importance of the chriſtian 


hope. You will alſo feel it incumbent upon you, 
to take pains, that your prayers in the public aſſem- 
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”n in the chambers of ſickneſs, in the houſes of 
mourning and on all other occafions,. be ſolemn, 
ſcriptural, pertinent and edifying to thoſe whoſe 
mouth you may be in preſenting their addrefles to 
the throne of grace. Neither in your viſits among 
your people, nor in any part of your ſocial inter- 
courſe, will you ever forget your Maſter's buſineſs; | 
but from houſe to houſe be conſtantly watching for 

opportunities to promote it, by taking heed that 
your lips preſerve knowledge, and that your ſpeech 
drop as the'dew. While you plainly and faithfully 
teach the doctrines and duties of the goſpel, you 
will feel a conſtant ſolicitude to recommend them 
by your practice; and ſet your hearers an example 
of that faith and obedience Which you CL 
upon them.” 

Bzsipxs theſe duties, the profeſſion on which 
you are entering, has its trials and afflictions. Not- 
withſtanding the unanimity of 'this people, their 
general affection towards you, and the agreeableneis 
of your. preſent proſpects among thern ;/you will be 
more fortunate than the generality of your fathers 
and brethren, if bet no root of bitterneſs 
among them, ſhould ſpring vp to trouble you. 
Changes are continually taking place, and in nothing 
more frequently than in the afſections and attach - 
ments of men. Vou muſt lay your account for 


difficulties and oppoſition. Offences will come; no 
circumſpection can always avoid them. It may be 
expected that, at length, ſome will conceive preju- 
dices againſt you, undervalue your performances. 
deſpiſe your exhortations, Might your warnings, 

turn a deaf ear to your reproofs, miſconſtrue and, 
miſrepreſent. the kindeſt offices towards them, be- 


PCC 


(ay. 
come your enemies perhaps, becauſe yu tell them 


the truth; and reward, your zeal for their eternal 
welfare by endeavours to deſtroy your temporal 


bappineſa. | But be not diſbeartenedat the appre - 


henſion of theſe things; por ſuffer them to deter 
you from the ſteady and reſolute diſcharge of your 
duty. Set before you the example of the Apoſtles; 
and let hope in Chriſt inſpire you, a8 it did them, 
with fortitude to encounter theſe and all other dil- 
couragements. His promiſed. grace will be ſufficient 
for you. And whatever your ſucceſs may be (God 
grant, that it may be great and eminent, that many 
| your means, may take hold on eternal 
life 1) yet though Hrael ſhould not be gathered, 

your labour and. your patience will not be in vain. 
of men, you will ſave v0 on 
l 

- - BazTHREN of this church and congregation, 
your preſent proſpect is truly pleaſing. In times 
paſts you have been an highly fayoured. people, fed 
and nouriſhed with the richeſt proviſion of God's 
"houſe, When the intereſts of our Univerſity, the 
general good of theſe churches and of our country 
required the removal of your former paſtor to a 
ſtationꝰ of more important and more extenſive uſe- 
fulneſs; we are not inſenſtble how grievous to you 
the ſeparation muſt have been. To give up private 
advantages for the fake of the public, though dicta- 
ted by our reaſon and judgment, is yet always irk- 
fome to our-feelings, We have lamented the cir- 
cumſtances which did not permit the breach upon 
you to be ſooner repaired ;. which continued you 
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| ber lo lng u ae, as ſheep without a ſhepherd, and 
expoſed you to diviſions and alienations of affection, 
exceedingly unfriendly to your ſpiritual intereſts. 


the whole however, the ſupreme Shepherd 
has not relinquiſhed his care over you; and he is 
now leading you, as a collected and beloved flack, 
into green paſtures. - We reſpect and honour. you 
for that nobleneſs of mind, which has furmounted 
unhappy diviſions, and triumphed over various pre- 
judices. We rejoice that, in a place where parties 
had ſprung up and were purſuing jaring and diſcor. 
dant intereſts, a ſpirit of accommodation now pre- 
vails, and an union ſo remarkable, has been effected. 
Lour preſent choice, in the eſteem of all who are 
acquainted with the man, does honor to your dif. 
cernment. I am perſuaded that our amiable friend 
will not diſappoint your juſt expectations. 

Ir remains, that you approve the ſteadineſs and 
conſtancy of your attachment, by knowing him in 
His office as a miniſter of Chriſt, eſteeming him high- 
ly in love for his work's fake, aſſiſting him with 
your prayers, encouraging him by a regular atten- 
dance on his miniſtrations, and by ſo profiting un- 
der them, that he may ſee, that his labour is not in 
vain. Let all your ſtrictures upon his public per- 
formances and private conduct, be tempered with 
ſuch candour and goodneſs, that he may be among 
you without fear or any uneaſy. reſtraint, Let him 
ſee, that he is ſurrounded with ſincere and gordial 
friends, ever ready to ſhow him all the reſpect and 
n due to one who watches for their ſouls. 

- FinALLy, Brethren, love one another, be at peace 
nc wealth; n God of * e 
will be with you. 
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In this n evidence has been exhibited 
of the truth and reality of the chriſtian hope. The 
ſubject is infinitely intereſting to each ſoul in this 
numerous aſſembly. The miſſing of this hope, was 
contemplated by the inſpired Apoſtles as the great- 
eſt miſery. Very different ſentiments ſeem to pre- 
vail in theſe modern times. At no period perhaps 
fince its firſt publication, has the goſpel hope been 
treated with ſuch indifference. Many who have 
been trained up in. the knowledge of it, openly 
avow their rejection of it as groundleſs ; and com- 
binations of * pretended philoſophers, have been 
formed for the expreſs purpoſe of eſſecting its gene- 
ral extirpation. In an aſſembly of their repreſenta- 
tives, a nation the moſt numerous and powerful 
in Chriſtendom, have lately renounced, as a deluſion, 
all the hopes of the goſpel; and by a formal decree, 
have proclaimed to the world, that 54 75 1x Er- 
FRLASTING SLEEP. But having thus diſcarded with 
the hopes, all the fears of tuturity ; the indiſcribable 
| horrors which they have ſince brought upon them- 
ſelves and the nations around them, are an awful 
admonition to the reſt of mankind: againſt the cor- 
ruption of their principles as well as the atrocity of 
their practices, and ſhould rouſe us by all the regard 
which we feel for our preſent temporal happineſs, to 
hold faſt our future hopes, not ſuffering any ſuſpi- 
cions of their being unfounded, to have place in our 
minds. Indeed, if we would ultimately realiſe them, 
it is indiſpenſably neceſſary, that we believe the 
doctrines and obey the precepts of the goſpel. In 
proportion as we abound in the graces of the chriſ- 
tian temper, and in the virtues of an holy life, we 
hall ſtrengthen and brighten our hopes, till faith 
ſhall end in ſight, and hope in fruition. 
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Me. Woop's Audreſt 


10 Th Cnogen AND — TIS 
- [Privted by parties lar requeſt. ]) | 
My Fer an Bro of this Church and Sari, 
555 "WITH your renewed invitation, I now publicly 
- | dechre my cordiat-compliance; If my bear dene 
deceive — feel a fincere readineſs and deſire to 
ſerve you in the goſpel of Chriſt. - But, realizing 
the greatneſs of the work I am about to undertake ; 
264 7 trembling under the apprehenſion of my un- 
fitneſs and inſufficiency, 1 would 47 2 to your . 
rerceding and to the all- fufficient grace of 
Chriſt, har 1 „ be prepared for the Eve 
| work that I may be faithful to ſouls, and to 
my own; and'that | may Sul! e goſpel miniſtry 
to the acceptance of God. * 
IRE tranſactions of chis day 80 che events 
which will follow, have not only a, connection with 
our preſent enjoyments, but an immediate reference. 
to our eternal ſtate. Inſupportable indeed would 
N be this confideration, had 1 nothing more to bear 
me up, than my own ftrength and Ae ch. But, 
permit me to fay, all my cares are lightened, and 
every diſcouragement ſenſibly” diminiſhed by the 
united voice that invites. me, by the — 
with which I think myſelf honored, and by the 
pleaſing hope, that I am to preach the gotpel of 
Peace to a band of brothers. When, in 9 ꝗ to 
theſe ſupporting conſiderations, I view the precious 
promiſes, which the hand of Jeſus holds out to m = 
embrace, my ſpirits are animated, my Theo 
brightens, and the difficulties of the work almoſt 
diſappear, Oh that our prayers may unitedly aſcend 
to heaven for the divine benediction upon the im- 
portant buſineſs of the day. And may the ſolemn, 
endearing. connection, which we. contemplate, be 
the — — of our progreſſive holineſs and comfort 
in this life, and iſſue in our endleſs telicity and glory 
in the world to come. | 
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Nick Right) Handof Fellowſhip. 


5 th Re. Joann hon. of Princeton- 


6 originated in divine good- 
neſs, and all the preceptive parts of it are compriſed 
in love to God and his creatures. Our divine Re- 
deemer was an eminent pattern of the moſt pure 
and holy benevolence. The falvation of ſouls lay 
near his heart, and inſpired him with zeal in the 
work of the miniſtry. The ſame affection ought 
ever to prevail among his followers; and, elpecially, * 
among the miniſters of his word. 

EunARRKED in the cauſe of God and religion; 
they are laborers together for the promotion of his 
ſpiritual kingdom, in oppoſition to the kingdom of 
iniquity ; and their labors, trials, hopes, fears, and 
diſcouragements are, in many reſpects, the ſame. 
As every Miniſter has, in common with others, a 
deceitful heart to ſcan and an- immortal foul to 
fave ; as he has a Bible to defend againſt the aſſaults 
of infidelity ; and a ſyitem of ſovereign grace to 
enforce, explain, and i improve, for the conviction: 
of ſinners, and the edification of ſaints; as he has 
different tempers, capacities, -intereſts, prejudices, 
virtues, and vices to manage, and improve for good: 
as he has to watch for ſouls, amid an army of temp- 
tations, and ſpiritual enemies, as one who muſt give 
an account; as he has to recommend religion and 
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ſapport his profeſſion, by a life of humility, benevo- 
lence, and piety ; we diſcover the importance of 


of Chriſt, that, with one mind, they may labor to 


advance the. kingdom of righteouſneſs in their own 
hearts, among their people, and through the world. 
It therefore concerns them to labor together in the 
exerciſe of brotherly love to put on charity which 
is the bond of perfectneſs, and to afj/# and pray for, 
rather than oppoſe and cenſure one another; that they 
may commend ' themſelves, by their benevolence 
and piety, to every man's conſcience in the ſight of 
God. By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
diſciples, ſaid the Saviour, if ye have love one to 
As an expreſſion gf chriſtian affection, and as a 
pledge of mutual aſſiſtance, and miniſterial fellow- 
ſhip, the Apoſtles gave the Right Hand to thoſe, 
whom they ordained, Miniſters of Chriſt. This 
friendly and expreſſive rite is ſtill continued in the 
Church. | 3 my 
I herefore Reverend and dear Sir, | 
\By direction of the eccleſiaſtical council conven- 
ed upon this occaſion, and agreeable to apoſtolic 


practice, I preſent you The Right Hand. By this we 


acknowledge your equality with us as a miniſter of 
Chriſt, and expreſs our readineſs to ſtrengthen your 
hands and encourage your heart, in the regular 
diſcharge of your duty, by affording you every 
aſſiſtance in our power. We ſincerely rejoice. at 
your ſettlement in this part of the vineyard. The 
pleaſing proſpects which, this day, open upon you 
and the people of your charge, give us the moſt 
lively joy. Their unanimity, after a long ſeaſon of 
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diviſion, ought to make you at once humble, zealous, 
and jeyſul in the work of, the Lord. ; May the God 
of all grace and mercy be with you, that you may 
go forth before this people, armed with power from 
on high, and in the ſpirit of the Goſpel, and ſhine 
as a ſtar of the firſt magnitude in the kingdom of 
Chriſt Jeſus. As we afford, we expect to receive, 
| aſſiſtance, as occaſion may require. Our obligation 
is mutual, We are all ſervants in the ſame houſe- 
hold. _Let us ſhare in the labors, trials, and joys 
of each other, during our continuance in the houſe 
X of our pilgrimage, that we may live as brethren in 
Chriſt, while we look forward to @ city which hath 
foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God, | 
Wz congratulate this Church and People on 
their reſettlement of a Goſpel Miniſter. It is with 
pleaſure that we find you engaged to ſupport the 
-miniſtry, that you may enjoy the ordinances and 
inſtitutions of chriſtianity. While a regard to the 
proſperity of civil ſociety may influence you to deſire 
- the ſettlement of a chriſtian miniſter, we hope and 
truſt that you have acted on this occaſion with a 
view to the improvement and ſalvation of your im- 
mortal ſouls. Our Brother, we hope, will be made 
inſtrumental to your temporal and ſpiritual good. 
May peace, harmony, and love always prevail, be- 
tween you and your paſtor ; may you be helpers of 
each others joy. We commend you, and our Broth- 
er, who is now placed over you in the Lord, to 
him, who walketh in the midſt of the golden can- 
dleſticks, and holdeth the ſtars in his right hand. 
As individuals, and as churches, may we abide con- 
tinually in love and chriſtian fellowſhip. And, let 
us all be conſtant, faithful, and zealous in the work 
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of the great Immantel ; forasmuch as we know ; 
. that our labor is not in vain in the Lord. Now 
unto him who is able to make us all perfect, and to 
preſent us without ſpot, in the laſt great day of 
account, to kim be glory i in _ huren eri wick 
out fund, n 1 
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1 3 wund unde ee on 
anden He taught the amiable character of the liv- 
ing and true God; and ſhunned not to lay open 
— wickedneſs ond deceit of the human heart with 
the amazing conſequences of fin. He alſo. brought 
to light the purpoſes, of divine wiſdom and-love, as 
exhibited 1 in the ſalvation of thoſe who embrace and 
obey. the goſpel of Chriſt. And when the Immanuel 
aſcended: up on high, -he gave gifts. unto men for 
different offices in his church—ſome Apoſtles, ſome - 
Prophets, ſome ſtated Paſtors and Teachers, to de- 


 elare the whole counſel of God, for the conviction 


and converſion of ſouls. and the eglification of the 


'body of Chriſt; and he hath committed unto them 


what is moſt So to himſelf, the honor of his name 


and the goſpel of his grace, That men inveſted with 


the goſpel miniſtry, thould' poſſeſs the ſpirit of their 
divine maſter, be full of love to God. and benevo- 


| lence to men, well acquainted with the ſacred ſcrip- 


tures, men of wiſdom, of prudence, fidelity, courage, 
diſcreet zeal and examplary piety, able to ſtop the 
mouth of gainſayers, and feed the flock with the 
good word of God. 
Dear Sir, | 
You have accepted the invitation of this people 
to take the overſight of them as a miniſter of Chriſt, 


| ('39') | 
hands of the preſbytery ordained a biſhop and paſtor 
of this church and congregation ; Therefore the 
venerable council hath appointed me to call up your 
attention and impreſs your mind with a ſenſe = 
various important duties of the ſacred office. -. 
Ina in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
who will judge the living and the dead at his ap- 
pearing, you are required and ſolemnly charged to 
preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, and by manifeſtation of the truth commend 
yourſelf to every man's conſcience in the fight of 
God. Amufe not your hearers with cold lectures 
of dry morality and airy ſpeculations to the neglect 
of Chriſt and him crucified ; but let the important 
doctrines of repentance towards God and faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be clearly opened and infor- 
ced with a ſuitable application; for you are to preach 
the adorable excellencies of - Jehovah with the obli- 
gations which are upon all men to love and obey 
him. Tou are to proclaim the terrors of the Al- 
mighty, the awful penalties of the divine law in the 
ears of ſtupid ſinners. You are alſo to publiſh the 
riches of God's love and the wonderful diſplays of 
his grace in perfect harmony with his juſtice in the 
falvation of men. You are to direct the awakened 
ſinner to him, who ſaith I am God and beſide me 
there is no Saviour, He is the ſovereign balm for 
fin fick ſouls, able to fave to the uttermoſt all who 
believe in him. 
- Pxzacn not yourſelf, nor exalt the bebe tenen 


5 of mortals to the henour which is due only to di- 


vine wiſdom; but let your mind be deeply impreſſ- 
ed with a conviftion of the dn and value of 


(3) 


the ſacred ſeriptures, that'believing you may ſpeak = 


from the heart, with a decent folemnity, the Ad 
of the Lor. 

_  IncvLcaTz the ons of juſtification by 
faith in Chiiſe-without the deeds of the law, and 
enforce the neceſſity of the convincing, renewing 
and ſanctifying operations of the holy ſpirit on the 
heart, and the importance of a life of obedience to 
the goſpel: Labour in all your diſcourſes to enrich 
the minds of your hearers with precious truths; 
ſtudy to reclaim the erroneous, rebuke the profane 
and to impreſs the conſciences of all with the im- 


portance of real religion, that the heart may be | 


gained for God, and deliver no doctrine in his name 


but what is warranted by his n andi is 85 ; 


fitable for the fouls of men. 

SGi yourſelf to reading, to aint and 
prayer, that you may be'furnifhed with a rich trea- 
ſure of divine knowledge—able rightly to divide 


und properly to apply the word, to alarm the con- 
ſciences of the thoughtleſs, to detect the hypocrite, * 
to comfort mourners in Zion, to eſtabliſh the wa- 


vering chriſtian, and the encouragement of all to 
practical godlineſs. Your ſufficiency is of God. 
Ceaſe not therefore to pray unto him for the aids 
of his ſpirit, that the goſpel preached by you may 
be received not in word only, but alſo in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance; 
for neither he that planteth is any thing, nor he that 
watereth, but God giveth the increaſe. 


| Lr the purity of your converſation and the | 
uprightneſs of your walk witneſs your ſincere piety,” 


your unfeigned regard for the glory of God and 
eoncern for the ſalvation of the ſouls of your people. 


ſteward of God. 
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„in meekneſa, 
coulnels. For 2 billiop my 


Tus intereſt of brit, s Lingdow ; on wah re, 
quires the moſt excellent of men for paſtors and |} 
teachers. Be careful therefore not to Hy hands 
ſuddenly on any man, before his character and qual- 
ifications have been examined and are well knnen. 
leſt you be a partaker; of other men's ſitis,/ as youu 
will be, if you introduce erroneous — en ] 
perſons into the miniſtry. Keep th Wy 
la the government of the chur e ir Ae 
of witdom ; ſee that all things be done. order- 
and without partiality, to the 2 5 of Chriſt 
and the health of the body. On ſome Have com- 
paſſion. making a difference between the weak and 
the willful— Others, if you would ſave them, it muſt 
be with fear and trembling, by ſevere methods, as 
though:you would ech ddt hut gf the ſſre. 
As the Lord hath directed, ſo Aden r the er- f 
dinances of the . Lord's ſup- | 
per, to proper o 
FamT not in The day f trial ; but endure "gr þ 
neſs as a good ſoldier of eſus Chrifl. Cleave to 
the book of lite, it is profitable for rend in ev. 
ery difficulty, for ſupport in every affliction, and f 
thoroughly to furniſh the man of God unto all | 
works, and to make him wiſe unto ſalvation thro? 
faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Max our gracious God be with you, ny enable 
you to honour him and your office through life; 
fucceed your labours to the faving of yourlelf, and 
them who hear you; that when Fe thall, give you 
a diſcharge from your office by death, oy may re: 
ceive you to himſelf and to a Bk: of e 
in the N of gory. Aux. | 


